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Dear Muhlenbergers: 

Before you read the rest of this letter will you do us a little 
favor? Look at the envelope you just threw away and see whether it is 
properly addressed. If it isn't, drop \is a line and give us the 
correct address. So many of you fellows are on the move these days 
that we are having a hard time catching up with you. More than 100 of 
these letters came back within the last ten days for want of a better 
address. In each case we looked up addresses of parents or wives and 

wrote to them in an effort to catch up with you. You'll save us that 

time--we really need it--and will got your mail much more promptly.'if 

you'll remember to drop us a line whenever you move. We don't care how 

often we have to chance your plate, so send us temporary addresses 

until you get the more permanent ones. Above all, don't forget to tell 

us when you come homo, either on leave or to stay. Then, when the big 
day comes and you put aside your uniform we'll switch the plate from 
the military files to the civilian. We always like to know where you 
are and what you are doing. 

f Well, it's back to Muhlenberg again after a week or so up in the 
country where they hatched America's first war for freedom, a look in 
on the battlefields of Concord and Lexington (the year was 1775 for you 
sharpsters who took issue with the TYPOGRAPHICAL error in the last 
letter), and a little wandering on the history-steeped slopes of the 
Boston Commons. But most of all, it was a week of rest after sticking 

pretty close to this job and a couple of others for three years. Even 

after a week it was good to got back to Muhlenberg. Kitty and Elsie 
did such a good job on the last letter to you fellows that I won't 
fool too badly about going away again. Incidentally, we mean to keep 
those letters moving out to you follows in service until the last one 
of you comes home. John Wagner was back last weekend and he agrees 
heartily. As a matter of fact, he's mighty anxious to take over once 
again, but he thinks it will be some months before that time comes. 
Meanwhile, we'll continue carrying on. 

We came back in time to see the Navy training unit cut nearly in 
half in compliance with now Navy regulations which required men who 
continue their training as Navy pilots to reiterate their previous 
agreement to remain on active duty for three or four more years. 
Approximately 165 of the men in the Navy Academic Refresher Unit agreed, 
but 128 elected to return to general duty for what to many will be an 
earlier discharge. Meanwhile, the program is being carried on in 
stridc--and so is the College's regular program for civilians. 

The football team is beginning to warm up under Larry Rosati, 
former Moravian star who has been engaged for the season. Prom our 
side of the fence the boys seem to bo shaping up, but wo'ro not going 
to send your hopes up in the clouds by making any predictions. You can 
depend on it that Muhlenberg will be represented on the football fields 
and that the men who wear the Cardinal and Gray will play 60 minutes of 
football in every one of the five scheduled games. Just a little re¬ 
minder that the season gets under way when wo play Swarthmore at 
Swarthmoro on September 22. The ONLY HOME GAME will be with Rutgers on 
October 13. We hope that by next year we'll have a normal civilian 
student body once again, a regular full-time coach, and a full schedule 
with enough homo games to fit into everybody's calendar. 

The soccer team also has started to practice under Coach Morgan 
Schaffer but there arc only sixteen candidates--or were when wo chocked 
the other day and unless more report that sport may bo dropped for this 
year. It also will probably continue with a bang when things begin 
approaching normal once again. 
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Whon we came home last week we got the bad news that LIEUTENANT 
(jg) PAUL CANDALINO '43 is among those missing in action as a result 
of the destruction of the USS Indianapolis. Paul had been aboard the 
cruiser for several months after a long tour of duty at the Pre-Midship¬ 
men’s School at Asbury Park. To the best of our knowledge, ENSIGN 
ERNEST TRIEMER, one of the boys who trained with our V-12 unit, was 
also aboard the Indianapolis. We're hoping, and praying too, that good 
news will still come from both of them. 

It's always good to soo you follows when you come home on leave. 
Since we got back wc have soon LT.(jg) CHUCK MORAN '43, home after 18 
months on the Lazy Daisy Mae, a P-T boat that ducked plenty of Jap load; 
PFC. ARTHUR GETZ '44, who completed his work in Chinese at.Yale last 
Saturday and graduated at the head of his class. CAPT. CHARLIE OHL '41, 
who was discharged from the Army on Saturday, a week after he became 
the proud pappy of a son, and who is now heading for now adventures and 
a new job in the oil fields of Oklahoma; and LT, WARDELL STEIGERWALT 
•42, back on leave from the Naval Air Base at Patuxent Field. Stoigor- 
walt flics a couple trips a month to Bermuda and just a week or two 
ago flev/ to Paris, but spent just one night there before heading home 
again. ’The age of air transport—perhaps oven for us civilians--is 
really here. 

While wc wore dp in Boston (the reason I mention the place so 
often is because it's my wife's home and I feel I should plug it) I 
missed seeing CAPT. BOB ALBEE '42, home from Guadalcanal, Guam, and 
Poarl Harbor; AL PIERCE '42 and PAUL BALZE '44. Albee lives in Allen¬ 
town and since he's spending his leave hero, I expect bo have a first¬ 
hand report from him to pass along boforo I knock out another of these 
letters. 

Moanv/hile, with all the transports that are coming in from the 
East and the West and with the Army and Navy both lowering their point 
systems, we'll be looking for an increasing flow of visitors. Antici¬ 
pating that, we have enlarged the office, bought a few more chairs and 
ash trays, and wo'll oven give you a place to hang your hat. When Dr. 
Wright left to begin his well-earned retirement, v/o tore down the par¬ 
tition between his office and mine and spread our wings so you fellows 
would have plenty of space to spread yours without getting them caught 
in Elsie's typewriter. 

Woll, it's about time to look in on the mail and pass some of the 
nows along to you. 

To the best of our knowledge, LT. MAURICE HORN *44 was the first 
of our men to land in Japan. Ho was on board the USS Meriwether, one 
of five transports which' left Guam on August 15, for a special run to 
Japan and on August 18 rendezvoused with the Third Fleet*off the coast 
of Japan. Horn, who was born in Japan, is an Army language officer, 
one of 50 in the convoy. We're anxious to hoar about the rest of the 
Muhlenberg men who wore in the first groups to lot the Nips know they 
lost the war--and from the rest of the boys v/ho may 3 till be getting" 
there• 

The Marino Corps Public Relations office is very much in our debt 
for tolling us that LT. PETE GORGONE *43 has been awarded the Bronze 
Star for heroic performance of duty while participating in the conquest 
of Iwo Jima. Pete landed with the first assault wave on D Day and time 
and again exposed himself to intense enemy fire to transport vital- ’ 
supplies to the front line troops. They oven sent us a picture of Pete 
getting the medal. 

I 

When ANDY DIEFSNDERFER '40 (pardon mo, lieutenant) dropped in to 
sec us a few weeks ago he had the right hunch. A note from his father 
indicates that he is now with a unit of the 90th Signal Operations Bn. 
that has a San Francisco APO address. ENSIGN TOMMY MILLER »45, v/hose 
LCS loads all others with 11 Jap flags on its conning tower, saw action 
at Iwo Jima and at Okinawa. But one of the highspots of his experiences 
out there was his meeting with ENSIGN DAVE GOTTLIEB '44, now serving 
aboard an LST used to train men in various phases of gunnery. Both .he 
and Davo were at a roar area and content to take it easy for a little 
while. 
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When the USS Cohocton was commissioned, at Sausalito, California on 
August 25, LT. COMDR. J.A. HOUSTON was aboard as the commanding officer 
of the 523-foot fleet oiler. Under him is a complement of nearly 300 
officers and men. Commander Houston has had five-and-one-half years of 
active duty in the Navy. 

CPL. JOE FRIEDMAN *33 got our last letter somewhere in the Ryukus. 
After tolling us about helping the 20th Marines raise the American Flag 
on Mount Surabachi, LT. CARL PADOVANO ’43 reports that he became the 
proud father of a daughter, Virginia, born on February 2V while he v/as 
being kept plenty busy In combat. After 39 months of continuous ser¬ 
vice in the Southwest Pacific, LT. PHIL BLUM ’40 expects to return home 
in the near future. His address, for the time being, will be 301 East 
Spring St., Zelienople, Pa. 

« 

For the past few months JOSEPH IANDOLO V-44, has been over in the 
Pacific keeping his eyes open for some of his former shipmates at Muh¬ 
lenberg, among them Frank Jenkins, Donald Kerr, Harold Johnson, and a 
few others. LT. FOSTER BLAIR ’42 is with the amphibious forces in the 
Pacific. Before the war ended, LT.(jg) WILMER CRESSMAN ’42 was back 
on the Pacific looking for his now ship, an AVP instead of the AKA on 
which he served since before the invasion of Sicily. There are so 
many ships in port wherever it is that ENSIGN MERVIN SHUMAN V-44 is 
hanging out that he feels ho is certain to run Into someone from Muhlen¬ 
berg. BILL STACKHOUSE '45, Sl/c, is with the boys in the Pacific and 
just as glad as any of them that the war is ended. DICK ERB *46, now 
on Okinawa, is another of the boys who joined in the chorus of cheers 
that greeted victory. On Okinawa, he said, there was little celebra¬ 
tion. The boys kept right on working--it was their hearts that did the 
rejoicing. 

PVT. FRANCIS GENDALL *30 recently spent several days visiting in 
Manila and also took time out to look around on Corregidor. That was 
before the war ended. We still have to hoar how he and the rest of the 
boys on the Philippines celebrated the Big Day. In the Philippines two 
other Muhlenberg men got together, LT. RAY WAHL '34 and S/SGT. JOHN 
SYLVESTER '39. Johnny wrote to us about the difficulties they had in 
arranging the mooting--but it finally happened. CPL. JIM REPPERT '45 
saw his first cock fight out in the Philippines and said the way bets 
were made reminded him of tobacco auctions at homo. 

The North Pacific is also claiming some of the boys. PFC. EARL W. 
FEIGHT '4.6 is with an ordnance unit in the Aleutians and LT. JAMES KIL¬ 
PATRICK '33 is aboard his carrier somewhere in the Alaskan area. Be¬ 
fore going there he sow plenty of action in the South Pacific. By this 
time Kil has enough points to begin thinking about the new zoot soot 
he's going to buy if Ev will let him. His wifo and daughter, Donna, 
have been living in Allentown since Kil went into the Pac5fic--or did I 
toll you that before. 

From tho Burma-India theatre comes word from CAPT. BOB RUHF '41, 
SGT. HAROLD HELFRICH '44, CPL. PHIL BOLLIER «43, and PFC. RAYMOND SMITH 
»44. Ruhf has been in Burma and India for the past 26 months and is 
ready to come home anytime now, particularly because of the fact that 
during the 80 days that preceded his letter to us it had rained 75. 
Bollicr is still publishing his YANKEE DOODLER in spite of tho fact ' 
that strikes, lack of funds, and a few other obstacles have been put in 
his way. Helfrich is thinking of looking toward foreign fields once 
again when he completes his education. He's like nothing better than 
being a foreign correspondent. Smith says that India should bo called 
"land of misery" rather than "land of mystery". 

Across the world, in Germany, LT. KEN DINGER *35 is gaining more 
experience for that restaurant he is going to open when he returns to 
civilian life. He is managing tho dining room in a hotel for trans¬ 
ient officers in Frankfort. CPL. CHARLIE KRAUSS '46 has arrived in 
Berlin. Much of the damage in Berlin, he says, is the result of in¬ 
cendiary bombs and is not beyond repair. From Horsfeld, Germany comes 
word from LT. CLARK DIEFENDERFER *42 who has been overseas for the 
past two years. His four campaign stars and Bronze Star helped him 
earn 78 points. CAPT. HENRY E. KIPPS '41, according to his wife, is 


-4 


with a combat engineer unit with a Nov; York APO address. PPC. RALPH 
BAGGER '45 is still in the Army although his last letter, datolined 
"at oca" came on a sheet of Navy paper. That’s Ho explanation except 
that ’the "at sea" part is only temporary. His last letter came from 
France. MAJOR RICHARD THOMPSON '41 is in Paris hobnobbing with the big 
shots as chief of the Visitors Bureau. His headquarters is almost 
opposite the Ritz Bar in Paris, just in case any of you fellows want to 
look in on him to see if you can qualify for his tours. From Fort Me- 
Andrew in Newfoundland comes word that PFC. MAURICE GEIGER ’46 has been 
awarded tho Good Conduct nodal. 


This letter has boon interrupted several times—tho.most pleasant 
interruption being a visit from Captain Henry P. Lowenstein, first com¬ 
manding" officer of our V-12 unit, and Mrs. Lowenstein. The captain is 
now on"duty at Camp Peary, Va. and drove up this way to visit some of 
tho friends he rns.de during his tour of duty on a campus that will con¬ 
tinue to be very much a part of him. After leaving Muhlenberg, you’ll 
remember, he went into tho South Pacific and. was on a ship that was 
sunk by the Japanese. 

Talking about that first V-12 staff, we had a letter the other day 
from PFC. WILLIAM FRY, now stationed at Camp Lcjouno, telling us about 
Sgt. Henry Pujat. The former V-12 instructor was wounded while fight¬ 
ing on Okinawa and now is in a Navy hospital somewhere near Quantico. 

He was wounded in the right shoulder in May and tho next month suffer¬ 
ed a severe wound in the opposite shoulder. That one cracked five ribs 
collapsed his lung, and moved his heart out of place. After returning 
to the States, T/SGT. LINFORD 3TSVER '42 is now stationed at Camp 
Sibert, Alabama, waiting for his discharge which he hopes will come 
through this year. ENSIGN J.H. FITZGEREL V-44 is now taking special 
work at Harvard. SAM TENNERISLLO '42, S2/c, has boon transferred to 
the training station at Sampson, N.Y. Another of the boys who came 
back home is T/4 FREDERICK EAGLE ’35 who is now stationed at Camp Camp¬ 
bell, Kentucky. A/C DONALD G. WALLACE V-45 writes from the Navy Pro- 
Flight School at Chapel Hill, N.C. LT. JACK DANERHIRSH ’30 was among 
tho graduates of tho Sixth Transport Service course at tho School for 
Personnel Services at Lexington, Va. MAJOR FRED G. SCHONENBERG ’39 has 
boon transferred to McDill Field, Tampa, Fla., whoro ho is undergoing 
phase training in B-29’s. 

LT. ARLIN E. BUBECK ’44 of the Marinos is back in tho United Statef 
and is stationed at tho Marino Barracks at tho Naval Air Station at 
Patuxent River, Md. As commander of a rifle platoon, he landed with 
tho assault waves on Okinawa on April 1. Ho was twice wounded while 
attacking the Naha-Shuri line, though ho says the wounds weren’t soriour 


That cleans tho mail bag right down to the lining and loaves us 
enough space to toll you about some promotions wo have noticed. SECOND 
LIEUTENANT JOHN H. BROWN ’44; STAFF SERGEANT KENNETH SMITH ’39; CAPTAIN 
GEORGE KUTSHER ’43; STAFF SERGEANT FREDERICK JOHNSON ’44; LIEUTENANT 
(jg) FRED E. STORCH ’35; COMMANDER MYLES MILLER «30; PhM3/c IRA G.T. 
WEISMANN '47 CORPORAL JOHN R. HENRICH ’44; LIEUTENANT WARDELL STEIGER- 
WALT ’42; ENSIGN ROBERT M. HUTCHINGS ’45; ENSIGN WALLACE K. HUNTER '45r 
ENSIGN KENNETH F. VIBBERT »45; and FIRST LIEUTENANT PAUL BALZS ’44. 


This isn’t a broadcast, but it has a theme song that might well he 
repeated. With so many of you men shifting about it’s important that 
you keep us in touch with your correct address. Just drop us a line- 
whenever you move--a postcard will do--and we’ll do tho rest. Mean¬ 
while, don’t forget to lot us knew what you arc doing so that wo can 
pass the nows along to the rest of tho. boys. It’s always swell to hoar 
from you and to toll others what you arc doing. Bost of luck to you 
all as you chock your points and add enough to come homo to stay. 

Sincerely, 


V'v- 


Gordon B. Fistcr 
For tho Alumni Office 







